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Rules for Award 
of the Foundation for Polish Science Prize 

The purpose of the Foundation for Polish Science Prize is to honour professionally active scholars 
whose recognised accomplishments shift the boundaries of cognition and open new research 
perspectives, make an outstanding contribution to Poland’s civilisational and cultural progress, and 
ensure that Poland plays a significant role in addressing the most pressing challenges facing the 
contemporary world. The winners of the Foundation for Polish Science Prize uphold the highest 
standards of conduct as role models for the scientific community. 

§ 1 General provisions 

1. The Foundation for Polish Science Prize (the “Prize”) is an annual individual monetary award 
conferred through a competition for an outstanding, precisely defined and recognised scientific 
achievement which has recently brought about a lasting and significant change to the state of 
knowledge in a given field or opened up new research perspectives. 

2. The Prize is awarded each year in four areas of science: 
a. Area I: life and earth sciences  
b. Area II: chemical and materials sciences 
c. Area III: mathematical, physical, engineering and technical sciences  
d. Area IV: humanities and social sciences.  

3. In each of these areas of science, only one, individual Prize might be awarded.  

4. The Prize may be received only once in a given area of science.  

5. Scholars can be nominated for a scientific achievement that is highly valued by the international 
academic community and (at least one of the following):  

a. was accomplished in Poland,  
b. is documented in publications affiliated with a Polish research institution,  
c. is related to research issues concerning Poland. 

 
6. The Prize is awarded by the Foundation Council, which serves as the jury for the competition.  

§ 2 Selection of candidates 

1. The selection procedure for Prize candidates has two phases.  

2. During the first phase (nomination for the Prize), candidates are nominated by eminent 
representatives of science invited personally by the Foundation’s Board and Council 
(“nominators”), and a nomination panel comprising experts invited by the Foundation’s Board.  

3. Each individual nominator may nominate only one candidate for the Prize in a given edition of the 
competition. The nomination panel may submit a maximum of two nominations for the Award in 
a given area of science.  

4. An application for the Prize, signed by the nominator or any member of the nomination panel, 
must clearly specify the nature and significance of the achievement nominated for the Prize and 
identify its place of presentation. An achievement may be presented either as a single publication 
(a monograph) or as a series of works (up to 5). The nominator should also specify one of the four 
areas of science in which the application should be classified. In justified cases, the Foundation’s 
Council may reassign an application to a different area of science. 

5. The application form and list of required attachments are available on the Foundation’s website. 
The application should be prepared in accordance with the guidelines provided to nominators. 
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6. The nominator shall keep the fact of nomination confidential.  

7. The Foundation does not inform nominees that they have been nominated. Information regarding 
the processing of personal data in connection with the Award procedure is available on the 
Foundation’s website.  

8. When nominating candidates for the Prize, nominators should pay special attention to impartiality 
and avoiding conflicts of interest. Nominators may not nominate a person with whom they have 
any of the following relationships:  

a. a direct official or legal relationship, 
b. a family connection, or  
c. any other relationship that could compromise the objectivity of the nomination.  

9. Foundation employees, members of the Foundation’s Council and their close relatives are not 
eligible to submit nominations or be nominated for the Prize. The term ‘close relative’ includes 
spouses, ascendants (e.g. parents, grandparents, etc.), descendants (e.g. children, grandchildren, 
etc.), siblings, siblings’ spouses, adopted children, and cohabiting partners. 

10. Members of the nomination panel may not nominate themselves or be nominated by any other 
member of the panel. 

11. Self-nominations will not be considered.  

12. A nomination for the Prize may be withdrawn on request of the nominator or nomination panel.  

13. The Foundation’s Council will conduct a formal assessment and an initial assessment of the 
applications and nominate candidates for the second phase of the competition.  

In the second phase of the competition, the Foundation Board will appoint experts whose task is 
to assess the quality, originality and significance of the scientific achievements of candidates who 
have reached the second phase of the competition. In addition, experts are asked to assess 
whether the nominee is internationally recognised as the author of the achievement and whether 
the achievement was accomplished in Poland or abroad.  Each expert will be assigned only 
applications within their recognized area of expertise. In the selection of experts, preference will 
be given to internationally based scholars with established reputation as leading authorities in 
their respective fields.  

14. The Foundation Council will appoint reviewers who are distinguished scholars with recognized 
expertise in the areas of science specified in §1(2). The reviewers are responsible for a comparative 
assessment of the scientific excellence of the achievements of candidates nominated for the Prize 
within each of the four areas of science. Each reviewer will receive the complete set of applications 
in the given area of science, together with the expert opinions, selected by the Foundation’s 
Council for the second phase of the competition. 

15. The subject of the reviewers’ assessment is not the entirety of the candidate’s output but only the 
significance of the precisely defined achievement nominated for the Prize.  

16. Reviewers should determine the ranking of nominations for the Award in a given area of science, 
taking into account:  

a. the scientific value and originality of the work or achievement,  
b. the significance of the achievement for the development of the discipline and/or 

civilisational development of Poland, and  
c. the significance of the achievement for setting new scientific perspectives in recent years. 

17. The Foundation makes every effort to ensure that selected experts and reviewers do not have any 
actual or potential conflicts of interest with candidates nominated for the Prize. Experts and 
reviewers are required to withdraw from participation in the competition procedure if there is a 
conflict of interest between them and the candidates, and more specifically if:  
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a. there is a direct official relationship between the reviewer and the nominee,  
b. there are family connections with the nominee,  
c. their own scientific activity has had a substantive influence on development of the 

achievement nominated for the Prize, including joint scientific achievements (e.g. 
publications, patents, etc.) set out in the application by the nominators, or  

d. now or in the past they have had personal conflicts with the nominee.  

18. Nominators, experts and reviewers are required to keep their participation in the competition 
procedure for the Prize confidential, as well as any information or materials obtained in connection 
with this procedure. Experts and reviewers may use the materials received solely for the purpose 
of carrying out the assessment and in accordance with the Foundation’s instructions.  

19. The list of nominators, experts and reviewers is confidential.  

§ 3 Selection of winners 

1. The Foundation Council decides to award the Prize after considering the opinions of experts and 
reviewers. 

2. The decision to award the Prize requires the unanimous decision of all the Council's members who 
vote.  

3. The Foundation Council may elect not to award a Prize in a given calendar year in one or more 
areas.  

4. The Foundation Council may identify candidates nominated for the second phase and not awarded 
the Prize in the given year who will be entitled to participate in the competition in subsequent 
years without being nominated again under §2(2).  

5. The decisions of the Foundation Council are final and not subject to appeal.  

6. The Foundation Council will determine the amount of the Prize each year at the request of the 
Foundation Board.  

7. The Foundation publishes the names of the laureates, their affiliations and details of their award-
winning achievements, in particular on the Foundation’s website and in information materials 
relating to the Prize. 

 

§ 4 Final provisions 

1. All materials and opinions compiled during the competition procedure remain at the Foundation’s 
disposal and are subject to confidentiality. They may only be disclosed to the extent necessary to 
conduct and administer the procedure, to fulfil legal obligations, or to establish, pursue or defend 
claims.  

2. The Foundation for Polish Science is the data controller for personal data processed in connection 
with the Award procedure. The Foundation provides detailed information on the processing of 
personal data and the rights of data subjects to those participating in the procedure and makes 
this information available on its website. 

3. Any amendment to these Rules may be made following the same procedure by which the Rules 
were adopted.  

 

Foundation Board 

 


